Dictionary practice #2
For each item below, give the most appropriate reference you can think of to turn to for a good answer; give a backup or two where possible in case you don’t find what you want in the first. Try each one out to make sure it works!
Where do you go when…
1. you’re trying to find another word for “dangerous” for a composition?
2. you’re not sure how to spell [kwɛsʧənɛr], and which syllable is stressed?
3. you’re trying to find the English common name for 咸豐草?
4. you want to know the etymology of “mathematics”?
5. you want a good English translation of 逆來順受?
6. you are puzzled by an ad for cycling shoes that says they’re “great for the plates of meat”? http://sports.ciao.co.uk/Shimano_M085_Cycling_Shoes__Review_5840375
7. you want to know which language Zeitgeist is from, what it means, and how it is pronounced in English?
8. you’re reading an article about dieting and you’re wondering what ketones are?
9. you wonder what a bain-marie is and what it looks like?
10. you’re not sure which syllable of triangle is stressed?
11. you want to know the exact English equivalent of羥基苯甲酸酯?
12. you’re not sure which preposition to use with the verb to collide?

13. you’re looking for a Chinese equivalent of the idiom from the frying pan into the fire?

14. for刺激, you’ve found in the Yahoo online dictionary: 1. to excite; to stimulate; 2. to irritate; to provoke; 3. a stimulus; an impetus; an impulse; an incentive; and you’re not sure which one is the right meaning for the sentence you want to use it in?
15. you’re preparing for a spelling bee?

16. you’re not sure if “North” should be capitalized?
17. you’re not sure whether “sugar cane” is a count or non-count noun?
18. you want to know if 薯條 and 洋芋片 are the same in British English as in US English?
19. you’re not sure of the past tense and past participle forms for “lie” and “lay”?

20. you’re not sure if the past tense of “cancel” and “travel” have one “l” or two?

