Outline of areas covered in this year’s Freshman English for DFLL Majors

Co-taught by Giles Witton-Davies, Guy Beauregard, and Karen Chung
Giles: 

1. Cultivating reading for pleasure as a HABIT, and not as a burden to be gotten over with for class assignments

2. Systematic vocabulary enrichment; see Giles for further details
Guy:

1. Text response, critical thinking

2. Bibliographic citation and format; see Guy for further details

\
Karen:
Skills needed for success in the DFLL, tools helpful in other classes and for own goals, things students should definitely have mastered before graduation, including:
1. E-mail format: TA helps correct each e-mail assignment

2. NYT or BBC e-mail news digest: Keeping up with high-quality international news media in English
3. Readings and basic translation skills: English may scatter background and main point through sentence; Chinese almost always is background first, main point at end, so put preposition phrases of time, place, manner etc. at beginning in Chinese 

4. Brief Outline History of English: Where does English come from? How long has it been in existence? 3 main periods of English, audio sample of each
5. Hanyu Pinyin:  Why? 
1. Now the world standard; if students need to represent a Chinese word or name in a composition, they should know there is a standardized way to do it; most simply rely on intuition, make mistakes, and cannot be easily understood by anyone else; 
2. Can use Pinyin dictionaries; excluded from many outstanding reference works without Pinyin; also another choice for a fast and easy Chinese input method
3. Useful in language exchanges, and if students are considering teaching Chinese as a foreign language
The learning is done independently, quickly and efficiently, with free tutorial online; high effectiveness and good student feedback.
6. Compound stress: Unfortunately hardly taught in any class anywhere in Taiwan
note stress in inner city, occasional miracles, but: pen cap, wedding banquet; this admittedly belongs in OAT, but included because students might otherwise not get it; also basic rules for sentence intonation, phrasing, plurals/past tense pronunciation rules, since students often display little or no awareness of these rules.
7. Watched video of TED talk on “My Stroke of Insight”, had students write summaries, used it to work on verb tense and number in nouns; collected student errors, discussed in class, quiz; introduced sight translation (Chinese to English) as language practice tool; helps with tense, and to identify unknown vocabulary; while it can’t totally solve grammar and vocabulary problems, it makes students more aware of what they need to work on
8. Proofreading marks: To acquaint students with standardized correction marks
9. Exercises in what dictionaries are most useful to DFLL students, including English-English, English-Chinese, Chinese-English, paper and online, ones with audio files, ones with a larger number of words, ones with more example sentences, ones pointing out US/British differences, electronic dictionaries, thesauri, OED online, how to access it, when it’s most useful
10. Poem scansion and literary terms: Belongs in Approaches to Literature, but usually doesn’t get taught, though Prof. Li Jishe does teach it in his section
11. Daily listening, echo method: 10 minutes a day of listen-echo-repeat of TV series, movie, other audio file of choice; must keep log, checked by TA in class every week; introduced LiveMocha.com: good free Website for language exchange; collected student ideas for how to improve language skills independently; must turn in personal English improvement plan
12. Book sharing: Each week I share one to three books that I have read or am currently reading, or plan to read, e.g. Pulitzer prize-winning novels, like Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt, classical novels, e.g. audio versions of War and Peace and Boswell’s Life of Johnson on Librivox; popular non-fiction, e.g. “My Stroke of Insight”, how a stroke affected a woman’s language ability, Michael Pollan’s The Omnivore’s Dilemma on food production; history of Samuel Johnson’s dictionary, a book on body language, good dictionaries

For student feedback, please refer to one survey done by Giles, and another by students in the class.

I personally think it’s OK to reduce Freshman English to two hours a week; in this case the three teachers would each teach all three sections one third of each semester, since the weekly class changing is indeed a bit tiring for both teachers and students; this year was experimental, and this is an area we feel can be easily improved.

If Freshman English is canceled entirely, we suggest that the faculty collectively, or a committee, work on establishing a minimum core curriculum that should be covered for each required class; for example, compound stress belongs in either lab (if it’s still required) or OT1; prosody and literary terms belong in Approaches to Literature; Pinyin can be taught in Introduction to Linguistics, history of English in intro to linguistics and history of English literature.
Thank you. Discussion and feedback welcome.
Karen Steffen Chung 史嘉琳
