
SOME “BEDTIME READINGS” IN LINGUISTICS 
Compiled by Edith A Moravcsik, edith@uwm.edu, Professor Emerita of Linguistics 

University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee 
Posted over the LINGUIST list, Jan 12 and Feb 8 1994; 

http://www.umich.edu/~archive/linguistics/linguist.list/volume.5/no.101-150 
http://linguistlist.org/issues/5/5-195.html#1  

update by Katie Haegele, Sep 3 2003 
http://linguistlist.org/issues/14/14-2328.html#1  

expanded and edited by Karen Chung, July 2015 
With thanks to everybody who contributed to the list 

Please send corrections and additions to Karen Chung at karchung@ntu.edu.tw  
 
Abley, Mark. 2003. Spoken Here: Travels Among Threatened Languages. New York: Houghton Mifflin.  
 
Acquaviva, Paolo. 2008. Lexical Plurals: A Morphosemantic Approach (Oxford Studies in Theoretical 
Linguistics). Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
 
Adams, Michael. 2011. From Elvish to Klingon: Exploring Invented Languages. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press.  
 
Aitchison, Jean. l983 (2nd ed.). The articulate mammal: An introduction to psycholinguistics. London: 
Hutchinson. 
 
Aitchison, Jean. l987. Words in the mind: an introduction to the mental lexicon. Oxford: Blackwell. 
 
Aitchison, Jean. l991 (2nd ed.). Language change: progress or decay? Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
 
Allan, Keith & Burridge, Kate. l991. Euphemism and dysphemism: language used as shield and weapon. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Allen, Irving Lewis. l990. Unkind words: ethnic labeling from Redskin to Wasp. South Hadley, MA: Bergin 
and Garvey. 
 
Altmann, Gerry T. 1998. The Ascent of Babel. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Anderson, Stephen R. & David W. Lightfoot. 2002. The Language Organ: Linguistics as Cognitive Physiology. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
 
Anderson, Stephen R. 2012. Languages: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Andersson, Lars & Peter Trudgill. 1990. Bad language. Oxford: Blackwell. 
 
Arbib, Michael A., ed. 2013. Language, Music, and the Brain. Strüngmann Forum Reports. Cambridge, MA: 
MIT Press. 
 
Aronoff, Mark & Kirsten Fudeman. 2005. What is Morphology? Malden, MA: Blackwell.  
 
Ashby, Patricia. 1995. Speech Sounds. London & New York: Routledge. 
 
Austin, J.L. 1975 (2nd ed.). How to do things with words. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
 
Bailey, Richard. l991. Images of English. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.  
 
Baker, Mark. 2002. The Atoms of Language. New York: Basic Books. 
 
Barry, John A. l991. Technobabble. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 



 
Bartholomew, Wilmer T. 1942. Acoustics of Music. Westport: Greenwood Press.  
 
Basso, Keith. 1979. Portraits of “The Whiteman”: linguistic play and cultural symbols among the Western 
Apache. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Bauer, Laurie & Peter Trudgill, eds. Language Myths. New York: Penguin. 
 
Bauer, Laurie. 2001. Morphological Productivity. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
 
Berent, Iris. 2013. The Phonological Mind. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Bergen, Benjamin K. 2012. Louder Than Words: The New Science of How the Mind Makes Meaning. New 
York: Basic Books/Perseus. 
 
Bergman, Peter M. l968. The concise dictionary of 26 languages. New York: Signet.  
 
Berlin, Brent & Paul Kay. 1969. Basic color terms: their universality and evolution. Berkeley & Los Angeles: 
University of California Press.  
 
Berlitz, Charles. 1982. Native tongues. New York: Grosset & Dunlap. 
 
Bickerton, Derek. 1990. Language and species. Chicago: Chicago University Press.  
 
Bickerton, Derek. 2008. Bastard Tongues: A Trail-Blazing Linguist Finds Clues to Our Common Humanity in 
the World's Lowliest Languages. New York: Hill and Wang. 
 
Bickford, Anita C. & Rick Floyd. 2003. Tools for analyzing the world’s languages: articulatory phonetics. 
Dallas: SIL International. 
 
Blake, Barry J. 1981 (2nd ed.; rep. 1984). Australian aboriginal languages: a general introduction. St. Lucia: 
University of Queensland Press.  
 
Blakeslee, Sandra & Matthew Blakeslee. 2007. The Body Has a Mind of its Own: How Body Maps in Your 
Brain Help You Do (Almost) Everything Better. New York: Random House. 
 
Bloomfield, L. l933. Language. New York: Holt Rinehart and Winston. 
 
Bolinger, Dwight. 1989. Intonation and its uses: Melody in grammar and discourse. Stanford: Stanford 
University Press.  
 
Bolinger, Dwight. 1980. Language: The loaded weapon: the uses and abuses of language today. London: 
Longman. 
 
Bor, Daniel. 2012. The Ravenous Brain: How the New Science of Consciousness Explains Our Insatiable 
Search for Meaning. New York: Basic Books/Perseus. 
 
Botha, Rudolf P. 1989. Challenging Chomsky: the generative garden game. Oxford: Basil Blackwell.  
 
Brook, G.L. 1973. English dialects: Varieties of English. London: Macmillan. 
 
Burgess, Anthony. 1965. Language made plain. New York: Crowell. 
 
Bryson, Bill. 1990 (reissue). The Mother Tongue. New York: William Morrow Paperbacks. 
 
Bryson, Bill. 2001. Made in America: An Informal History of the English Language in the United States. New 



York: William Morrow Paperbacks. 
 
Buck, Carl Darling. l949. A dictionary of selected synonyms in the principal Indo-European languages. A 
contribution to the history of ideas. Chicago & London: University of Chicago Press. 
 
Budge, E.A. Wallis. l972; 2012. The dwellers on the Nile: chapters on the life, history, religion, and literature 
of the ancient Egyptians. Charleston: Nabu Press. 
 
Burchfield, Robert. 2006. The English Language. London: The Folio Society. 
 
Burton-Roberts, Noel. 1986. Analysing Sentences: An Introduction to English Syntax. London & New York: 
Longman.  
 
Bynon, Theodora. 1977. Historical linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
 
Calvin, William H. & Derek Bickerton. 2000. Lingua ex Machina: Reconciling Darwin and Chomsky with the 
Human Brain. Cambridge, MA: Bradford Books/MIT Press. 
 
Campbell, Jeremy. 1982. Grammatical man: Information, entropy, language, and life. New York: Simon and 
Schuster. 
 
Carkeet, David. 1980; 2010. Double negative: A novel. New York: The Overlook Press. 
 
Carkeet, David. 1997. The error of our ways. New York: Henry Holt & Company. 
 
Carkeet, David. l990; 2010. The full catastrophe. New York: The Overlook Press. 
 
Carroll, John B., ed. 1956; 1988. Language, thought and reality: selected writings of Benjamin Lee Whorf. 
Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.  
 
Carroll, Lewis. 1960. Alice's adventures in Wonderland and Through the looking glass. New York: Macmillan. 
 
Cassidy, Frederic. 1985. Dictionary of American Regional English. Cambridge, MA: Belknap. 
 
Catford, John Cunnison. 2001. A Practical Introduction to Phonetics. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
 
Celce-Murcia, Marianne, Donna M. Brinton & Janet M. Goodwin. 1996; 2001. Teaching pronunciation: A 
Reference for Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Chadwick, John. 1958. The decipherment of Linear B: The key to the ancient language and culture of Crete and 
Mycenae. New York: Random House. 
 
Chambers, J. K. & Peter Trudgill. 1980; 1998 (2nd ed.). Dialectology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Chomsky, Noam. l988. Language and problems of knowledge: The Managua lectures. Cambridge, MA: MIT 
Press. 
 
Claiborne, Robert. l983. Our marvelous native tongue: The life and times of the English language. London: 
Faber and Faber. 
 
Clark, John W. 1964. Early English (An introduction to Old and Middle English). New York: W.W. Norton & 
Co. 
 
Clark, John & Colin Yallop. 1990, 1999 (2nd ed.). An Introduction to Phonetics and Phonology. Oxford: 
Blackwell. 
 



Clevedon, James Crawford. 2001. At war with diversity: US language policy in an age of anxiety. Buffalo: 
Multilingual Matters. 
 
Coe, Michael. 1993; 2012 (3rd ed.). Breaking the Mayan code. London: Thames & Hudson. 
 
Coulmas, Florian, ed. 1989. Language adaptation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
 
Coulmas, Florian. 1989; 1992. The writing systems of the world. Oxford and Cambridge (MA): Blackwell. 
 
Comrie, Bernard, ed. 1987. The world's major languages. New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
Cruttenden, Alan. 1986. Intonation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Cruz-Ferreira, Madalena. 2010. Multilinguals Are…? London: Battlebridge. 
 
Crystal, David. l987. The Cambridge encyclopedia of language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Crystal, David. 2007. How Language Works. New York: Avery. 
 
Crystal, David. 2009. Just A Phrase I'm Going Through: My Life In Language. New York: Routledge. 
 
Crystal, David. 2011. A Little Book of Language. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
 
Crystal, David. 2012. Spell It Out: The Singular Story of English Spelling. London: Profile Books. 
  
Crystal, David. 2005. The Stories of English. New York: The Overlook Press. 
 
Crystal, David. 2013. The Story of English in 100 Words. New York: Picador. 
 
Crystal, David. 2008. Think On My Words: Exploring Shakespeare's Language. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 
 
Crystal, David. l984. Who cares about English usage? New York: Penguin. 
 
Crystal, David. 2000. Words on Words: Quotations about Language and Languages. Chicago & London: 
University of Chicago Press. 
 
Culler, Jonathan 1976. Ferdinand de Saussure. New York: Penguin Books.  
 
Curtiss, Susan. l977. Genie: A psycholinguistic study of a modern-day "wild child". New York: Academic 
Press. 
 
Cutler, Anne. 2012. Native Listening: Language Experience and the Recognition of Spoken Words. Cambridge, 
MA: MIT Press. 
 
Dalby, Andrew. 2003. Language in Danger. New York: Columbia University Press.  
 
Darnell, Regna. l990. Edward Sapir, linguist, anthropologist, humanist. Berkeley: University of California 
Press. 
 
Davis, Hayley G. & Talbot J. Taylor (eds). 1990. Redefining linguistics. London & New York: Routledge.  
 
DeFrancis, John. 1974; 1990. The Chinese language: fact and fantasy. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press. 
 
Deutscher, Guy. 2011. Through the Language Glass. New York: Picador.  
 



Deutscher, Guy. 2006. The Unfolding of Language. New York: Holt Paperbacks. 
 
de Villiers, Peter & Jill G. de Villiers. l979. Early language. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
 
Dillard, J. L. 1972. Black English: its history and usage in the United States. New York: Vintage. 
 
Dixon, R. M. W. l984. Searching for aboriginal languages. Memoirs of a field worker. Chicago: Chicago 
University Press.  
 
Doidge, Norman, 2007. The Brain That Changes Itself: Stories of Personal Triumph from the Frontiers of 
Brain Science. (James H. Silberman Books) New York: Viking.  
 
Dorian, Nancy C. (ed.). 1989. Investigating obsolescence: Studies in language contraction and death. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Duanmu, San. 2002, 2009. The Phonology of Standard Chinese (The Phonology of the World's Languages). 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Dubinsky, Stanley & Chris Holcomb. 2011. Understanding Language Through Humor. New York: Cambridge 
University Press.  
 
Duffley, Patrick J. 1992. The English Infinitive. English Language Series. New York: Longman. 
 
Duhigg, Charles. 2012. The Power of Habit: Why We Do What We Do in Life and Business. New York: 
Random. 
 
Elgin, Suzette Hadin. 2000. Native tongue. Native Tongue Trilogy. New York: The Feminist Press at CUNY.  
 
Elgin, Suzette Haden. 2000. The Language Imperative. New York: Perseus. 
 
Erard, Michael. 2012. Babel No More: The Search for the World’s Most Extraordinary Language Learners. 
New York: Free Press. 
 
Escandell Vidal, María Victoria; Marrero Aguilar, Victoria; Casado Fresnillo, Celia; Gutiérrez Rodríguez, Edita 
y Nuria Polo Cano. 2011. Invitación a la Lingüística. Madrid: Editorial Universitaria Ramón Areces, UNED. 
 
Escandell Vidal, María Victoria; Marrero Aguilar, Victoria; Casado Fresnillo, Celia; Gutiérrez Rodríguez, Edita; 
Ruiz-­‐‑Va Palacios, Pilar. 2009. El lenguaje humano. Madrid: Editorial Universitaria Ramón Areces, UNED. 
 
Evans, Nicholas. 2009. Dying Words: Endangered Languages and What They Have to Tell Us. Oxford: 
Wiley-Blackwell. 
 
Everett, Daniel. 2008/2009. Don't Sleep, There Are Snakes. New York:Random/Vintage Books.  
 
Farb, Peter. 1993 (reprint). Word play: What happens when people talk. New York: Vintage. 
 
Fasold, Ralph. l984. Introduction to sociolinguistics. Oxford: Blackwell. 
 
Field, John. 2008. Listening in the Language Classroom. Cambridge Language Teaching Library. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 
 
Flesch, Rudolph Franz. l955. Why Johnny can't read and what you can do about it. New York: Harper and 
Row. 
 
Flesch, Rudolph Franz. l981. Why Johnny still can't read: a new look at the scandal of our schools. New York: 
Harper and Row. 



 
Foer, Joshua. 2011. Moonwalking with Einstein: The Art and Science of Remembering Everything. New York: 
Penguin Press HC. 
 
Foley, William A. 1986. The Papuan languages of New Guinea. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Forster, Peter. l983. The Esperanto movement. The Hague: Mouton. 
 
Fox, Margalit. 2014 (reprint). The Riddle of the Labyrinth: The Quest to Crack an Ancient Code. New York: 
Ecco.  
 
Fox, Margalit. 2008 (reprint). Talking Hands: What Sign Language Reveals About the Mind. New York: Simon 
& Schuster. 
 
Frank, Francine & Frank Anshen. 1983. Language and the sexes. Albany: SUNY Press. 
 
Fromkin, Victoria & Robert Rodman. 2013 (10th ed.). An Introduction to Language. New York. Cengage 
Learning. 
 
Fry, Dennis Butler. 1979. The Physics of Speech. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
 
Fry, Stephen. l991; 2014 (reprint). The Liar. New York: Soho Press. 
 
Funk, Wilfred. l950. Word origins and their romantic stories. New York: Bell. 
 
Gardner, Howard. l985. The mind's new science: a history of the cognitive revolution. New York: Basic Books. 
 
Gere, Anne Ruggles & Eugene Smith. 1979. Attitudes, language, and change. Urbana, IL: National Council of 
Teachers of English. 
 
Ghomeshi, Jila. 2010. Grammar Matters: The Social Significance of How We Use Language. Lake Oswego, 
OR: Semaphore.  
 
Giglioli, Pier Paolo (ed.). 1972; 1990. Language and social context: selected readings. New York: Penguin. 
 
Gladwell, Malcolm. 2008. Outliers: The story of success. New York: Little, Brown. 
 
Gleick, James. 2011. The Information: A history, a Theory, a Flood. New York: Knopf Doubleday. 
 
Gnanadesikan, Amalia. 2011. The Writing Revolution: Cuneiform to the Internet. Oxford: Wiley -Blackwell. 
 
Gonick, Larry. l993. The cartoon guide to (non)communication, the use and misuse of information in the 
modern world. New York: Harper Perennial. 
 
Goffman, Erving. 1963. Behavior in public places: notes on the social organization of gatherings. New York: 
Free Press of Glencoe. 
 
Goodluck, Helen. 1982; l991. Language acquisition: a linguistic introduction. Blackwell.  
 
Gordon, Cyrus H. 1987. Forgotten scripts: their ongoing discovery and decipherment. New York: Basic Books. 
 
Greenberg, Joseph H. 1957; 1972. Essays in linguistics. Chicago & London: University of Chicago Press.  
 
Greenberg, Joseph H. 1987. Language in the Americas. Stanford: Stanford University Press. 
 
Greville, Corbett. 2000. Number. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  



 
Hall, Christopher J. 2005. An Introduction to Language and Linguistics: Breaking the Language Spell. London 
& New York: Continuum. 
 
Hall, E.T. l966. The hidden dimension: an anthropologist examines man's use of space in public and private. 
Garden City, NY: Anchor. 
 
Hall, E.T. 1959. The silent language. Greenwich, CN: Premier.  
 
Hamers, Josiane F. & Michel H. A. Blanc. 1989. Bilinguality and bilingualism. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 
 
Harris, Randy. l993. The linguistics wars. Oxford University Press. 
 
Harris, Roy & Talbot J. Taylor. l989. Landmarks in linguistic thought: The Western tradition from Socrates to 
Saussure. New York: Routledge. 
 
Haspelmath, Martin. 2002. Understanding Morphology. Understanding Language Series. London: Arnold. 
 
Hayes, Curtis W, Jacob Ornstein. & William G. Gage. 1989 (2nd ed.). The ABC's of Languages and Linguistics: 
A Practical Primer to Language Science. Philadelphia: Woodland Hills, CA: National Textbook Company. 
 
Hayward, Katrina. 2000. Experimental Phonetics. Harlow, UK, New York: Longman.  
 
Heath, Chip & Dan Heath. 2007. Made to Stick: Why some ideas survive and others die. New York: Random 
House. 
 
Heath, Shirley Brice. l983. Ways with words: language, life, and work in communities and classrooms. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Hess, Elizabeth. 2008. Nim Chimpsky: The Chimp Who Would Be Human. New York: Bantam.  
 
Hogg, Richard and C.B. McCully. 1987; 1989. Metrical phonology: A coursebook. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 
 
Holder, Preston, ed. 1966; 1991. Introduction to handbook of American Indian languages by Franz Boas (1911) 
and Indian linguistic families of American north of Mexico by J.W. Powell (1891). Lincoln & London: 
University of Nebraska Press. 
 
Hook, Julius Nicholas. l982. Family names: how our surnames came to America. New York: McMillan. 
 
Horn, Larry. 1989. Natural history of negation. Chicago & London: Chicago University Press. 
 
Horowitz, Seth. 2012. The Universal Sense: How Hearing Shapes the Mind. New York: Bloomsbury.  
 
Houston, Keith. 2014. Shady Characters: The Secret Life of Punctuation, Symbols & Other Typographical 
Marks. New York: W.W. Norton. 
 
Hudson, Richard. 1984. Invitation to linguistics. Oxford: M. Robertson. 
 
Hughes, Geoffrey. 1991. Swearing: a social history of foul language, oaths, and profanity in English. 
Blackwell. 
 
Hunter Blair, Peter. 1956. An introduction to Anglo-Saxon England. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Jackendoff, Ray. 2012. A User's Guide to Thought and Meaning. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 



 
Jackendoff, Ray. 1995 (reprint). Patterns in the Mind: Language and Human Nature. New York: Basic Books. 
 
James, Sharon L. l990. Normal language acquisition. Boston: Little, Brown, and Company. 
 
Janson, Tore. 2011. The History of Languages: An Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Jeans, Sir James. 1937; 1968. Science and Music. Dover reprint of original Cambridge University Press edition. 
New York: Dover.  
 
Jespersen, Otto. 1905; 1938. Growth and structure of the English language. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday. 
 
Johnson, George. l990. “New mind, no clothes.” The Sciences. July/August. 45-49. 
 
Johnson, Keith. 2011 (3rd ed.). Acoustic and Auditory Phonetics. Oxford: Blackwell.  
 
Jones, Trey et al. 2013. The Speculative Grammarian Essential Guide to Linguistics. The Speculative 
Grammarian Press. 
 
Kahneman, Daniel. 2011. Thinking, Fast and Slow. London: Penguin. 
 
Kaplan, Jeffrey P. l989. English grammar. Principles and facts. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall. 
 
Karttunen, Frances. l996. Between worlds: Guides, interpreters, and survivors. Rutgers: Rutgers University 
Press. 
 
Katamba, Francis. 2006 (2nd ed.). Morphology. London: Palgrave Macmillan. 
 
Kaye, Jonathan. l989. Phonology: A cognitive view. Hillsdale, MI: Hillsdale. 
 
Keller, Rudi. 2003 (3rd ed.) Sprachwandel: vor der unsichtbaren Hand in der Sprache. Stuttgart: UTB. 
 
Kenneally, Christine. 2008. The First Word: The Search for the Origins of Language. New York: Penguin. 
 
Knowles, Gerald. 1987. Patterns of Spoken English: An Introduction to English Phonetics. London & New 
York.  
 
Kottler, Ellen. 1994. Children With Limited English: Teaching Strategies for the Regular Classroom. (Survival 
Skills for Teachers Series). Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press. 
 
Ladefoged, Peter & Keith Johnson. 2014 (7th ed.). A course in phonetics. Independence, KY: Cengage Learning. 
(Very expensive – try to get an earlier edition secondhand) 
 
Ladefoged, Peter. 1996 (2nd ed.). Elements of Acoustic Phonetics. Chicago & London: University of Chicago. 
 
Ladefoged, Peter. 2003. Phonetic Data Analysis: An Introduction to Fieldwork and Instrumental Techniques. 
Oxford: Blackwell. 
 
Ladefoged, Peter & Sandra Ferrari Disner. 2012 (3rd ed.). Vowels and Consonants: An Introduction to the 
Sounds of Languages. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell.  
 
Laird, Carobeth. 1975. Encounter with an Angry God: Recollections of My Life with John Peabody Harrington. 
Banning, CA: Malki Museum Press. 
 
Laird, Charlton G. 1973. The miracle of language. New York: Fawcett. 
 



Laird, Charlton, ed. 1971. Reading about language. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. 
 
Lakoff, George & Mark Johnson. 2003 (2nd ed.). Metaphors we live by. Chicago & London: University of 
Chicago Press. 
 
Landau, Sidney I. 2001 (2nd ed.). Dictionaries: the art and craft of lexicography. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 
 
Lane, Harlan L. l979. The wild boy of Aveyron. Cambridge, MA; Harvard University Press. 
 
Large, Andrew. l985. The artificial language movement. Oxford: Blackwell. 
 
Laver, John. 1994. Principles of Phonetics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Law, Vivian. 2003. The History of Linguistics in Europe from Plato to 1600. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 
 
Lederer, Richard. l987. Crazy English: the ultimate joy ride through our language. New York: Pocket Books. 
 
Leech, Geoffrey N. 1971; 1987 (2nd ed.). Meaning and the English Verb. New York: Longman.  
 
Leech, Geoffrey. 1983. Principles of pragmatics. London & New York: Longman. 
 
Lehiste, Ilse. 1988. Lectures on language contact. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
 
Leighton, Ralph. 1993. Tuva or bust: Richard Feynman's last journey. London: Penguin. 
 
Lessac, Arthur, 1997 (3rd ed.). The use and training of the human voice: a bio-dynamic approach to vocal life. 
Boston: McGraw-Hill. 
 
Lewis, C.S. 20l3 (2nd ed.). Studies in words. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Lieberman, Philip. 1993 (2nd ed.). Uniquely human: The evolution of speech, thought, and selfless behavior. 
Harvard: Harvard University Press. 
 
Lippi-Green, Ros. 2011 (2nd ed.). English with an Accent: Language, Ideology, and Discrimination in the 
United States. New York: Routledge.  
 
de Luce, Judith and Hugh T. Wilder. l983. Language in primates: perspectives and implications. New York: 
Springer-Verlag. 
 
Logue, Mark & Peter Conradi. 2010. The King’s Speech: How One Man Saved the British Monarchy. London: 
Quercus. 
 
Mallory, J.P. 1991. In Search of the Indo-Europeans. London: Thames and Hudson. 
 
Masica, Colin P. 1991. The Indo-Aryan languages. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
McCawley, James D. l984. The eater's guide to Chinese characters. Chicago and London: University of 
Chicago Press. 
 
McClendon, Garrard. 2004. Ax or Ask? The African American Guide to Better English: Communication 
Survival for African Americans. Chicago: McClendon Report Educational Publishing, Positive People Hampton 
Academic Press. 
 
McCrone, John. l991. The ape that spoke. New York: William Morrow. 



 
McCrum, Robert, William Cran, Robert McNeill. 1986. The story of English. London: Faber and Faber. 
 
McCulley, Chris & Sharon Hilles. 2005. The Earliest English: An Introduction to Old English Language. 
Harlow: Pearson/Longman.  
 
McGregor, William. 2009. Linguistics: An Introduction. London & New York: Continuum.  
 
McWhorter, John. 2009. Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English. Los Angeles: 
Gotham. 
 
McWhorter, John. 2003. The Power of Babel: A Natural History of Language. New York: HarperPerenniel. 
 
McWhorter, John. 2014. The Language Hoax: Why the World Looks the Same in Any Language. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. 
 
McWhorter, John. 2000. Spreading the Word: Language and Dialect in America. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 
 
McWhorter, John. 2012. What Language Is: And What It Isn't and What It Could Be. Los Angeles: Gotham. 
 
McWhorter, John. 2001. Word on the Street: Debunking the Myth of "Pure" Standard English. New York: 
Basic Books. 
 
Meillet, Antoine. 1924; 1970. The comparative method in historical linguistics. Gordon B. Ford, Jr., trans. Paris: 
Librairie Honore Champion. 
 
Mencken, H.L. l960. The American language: An inquiry into the development of English in the United States. 
New York: A.A. Knopf. 
 
Metcalf, Allan. 2012. OK: The Improbable Story of America's Greatest Word. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press. 
 
Meyers, Walter E. l980. Aliens and linguists: language study and science fiction. Athens, GA: The University 
of Georgia Press.  
 
Miller, Casey & Kate Swift. l991. Words and women: new language in new times. New York: Harper Collins. 
 
Miller, George A. l991. The science of words. New York: Scientific American Library. 
 
Milroy, James and Lesley Milroy. 1985. Authority in language: Approaches to language standardization and 
prescriptions. London: Routledge. 
 
Mithen, Steven. 2006. The Singing Neanderthals: The Origins of Music, Language, Mind and Body. Cambridge, 
MA: Harvard University Press. 
 
Moore, Samuel & Albert H. Marckwardt. 1951; 1981. Historical Outlines of English Sounds and Inflections. 
Ann Arbor: George Wahr. 
 
Mihalicek, Vedrana and Christin Wilson, eds. 2011 (11th ed.). Language Files: Materials for an Introduction to 
Language and Linguistics. Columbus: Ohio State University Press 
 
Morenberg, Max. l991. Doing grammar. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Mühlhäusler, Peter & Rom Harré. 1990. Pronouns and people: the linguistic construction of social and 
personal identity. Oxford & Cambridge, MA: Basil Blackwell.  
 



Munat, Judith, ed. 2007. Lexical Creativity, Texts and Contexts. Studies in Functional and Structural 
Linguistics (SFSL) 58. Amsterdam & Philadelphia: John Benjamins.  
 
Murray, K.M. Elisabeth. 1977. Caught in the web of words: James A.H. Murray and the oxford English 
Dictionary. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. 
 
Nakanishi, Akira. l980. Writing systems of the world. Rutland, VT: Tuttle. 
 
Napoli, Donna Jo. 2010 (2nd ed.). Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday Questions about Language. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press.  
 
Navarro, Joe & Marvin Karlins. 2008. What every body is saying: An Ex-FBI Agent's Guide to Speed-Reading 
People. New York: Collins. 
 
Nemeth, Zsigmond. l990. The Lord's Prayer in 121 European languages. Budapest: Interart. 
 
Newmeyer, Frederick. 1980. Linguistic theory in America: The first quarter century of transformational 
generative grammar. New York: Academic Press. 
 
Newmeyer, Frederick. 1986. The politics of linguistics. Chicago: Chicago University Press. 
 
Nichols, Johanna. 1992. Linguistic diversity in space and time. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 
Niedzielski, Nancy and Dennis R. Preston. 2003. Folk linguistics. Berlin & New York: Mouton de Gruyter. 
 
Norman, Jerry. 1988. Chinese. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Nunn, Kenneth, Tany Hanstock & Bryan Lask; illustrated by Linn Iril Hjelseth. 2008. Who’s who of the Brain: 
A Guide to Its Inhabitants, Where They Live and What They Do. London & Philadelphia: Jessica Kingsley 
Publishers. 
 
O’Brien, Stacey. 2008. Wesley the Owl: The Remarkable Love Story of an Owl and His Girl. New York: Free 
Press/Simon & Schuster. 
 
Okrent, Arika. 2010. In the Land of Invented Languages. New York: Spiegel & Grau. 
 
Ostler, Nicholas. 2006. Empires of the Word: A Language History of the World. New York: HarperPerenniel. 
 
Padden, Carol & Tom Humphries. 1988. Deaf in America: voices from a culture. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press. 
 
Palmer, Frank. l971. Grammar. Penguin. 
 
Parker, Frank. l986. Linguistics for non-linguists. Little Brown and Company. 
 
Patterson, Francine & Eugene Linden. l981. The education of Koko. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 
 
Paul, Hermann. l891. Introduction to the study of the history of language. (Translated from German.) London: 
Longman and Green. 
 
Payne, Thomas E. 1997. Describing Morphosyntax: A Guide for Field Linguists. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 
 
Pedersen, Holger. 1962. The discovery of language: Linguistic science in the 19th century. (Translated from 
Danish.) Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press. 
 



Pei, Mario. 1965. The story of language. New York: New American Library. 
 
Pennebaker, James. 2013. The Secret Life of Pronouns: What Our Words Say About Us. London: Bloomsbury 
Press. 
 
Pepperberg, Irene M. 2008. Alex & Me: How a Scientist and a Parrot Uncovered a Hidden World of Animal 
Intelligence – and Formed a Deep Bond in the Process. New York: HarperCollins.  
 
Pierce, John R. 1961; 1980. An Introduction to Information Theory: Symbols, Signals and Noise. New York: 
Dover. 
 
Pike, Kenneth L. 1945. The intonation of American English. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 
 
Pike, Kenneth L. 1948. Tone languages: a technique for determining the number and type of pitch contrasts in 
a language, with studies in tonemic substitution and fusion. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 
 
Pinel, John P.J. & Maggie Edwards. 2007 (2nd ed.). A Colorful Introduction to the Anatomy of the Human Brain: 
A Brain and Psychology Coloring Book. Boston: Pearson.  
 
Pinker, Steven. 1994. The language instinct: How the mind creates language. New York: William Morrow. 
 
Pinker, Steven. 2014. The Sense of Style: The Thinking Person's Guide to Writing in the 21st Century. London: 
Allen Lane/Penguin.  
 
Pinker, Steven. 2007. The Stuff of Thought: Language as a Window into Human Nature. New York: Viking 
Penguin. 
 
Pinker, Steven. 1999. Words and Rules: The Ingredients of Language. New York: Perennial/HarperCollins. 
 
Pinkham, Joan. 2000. The Translator’s Guide to Chinglish. Beijing: Foreign Language Teaching and Research 
Press. 
 
Plag, Ingo. 2003. Word-Formation in English. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Powell, John. 2010. How Music Works: The Science and Psychology of Beautiful Sounds, from Beethoven to 
the Beatles and Beyond, with CD. New York: Little, Brown & Co. 
 
Premack, David & Ann James Premack. l983. The mind of an ape. New York: W.W. Norton. 
 
Pullum, Geoffrey. l991. The great Eskimo vocabulary hoax, and other irreverent essays on the study of 
language. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 
Pusch, Luise. l984. Das Deutsche als Männersprache. Frankfurt am Mainz: Suhrkamp. 
 
Ramachandran, V. S. 1999. Phantoms in the Brain. New York: HarperCollins/Quill. 
 
Ramsey, S. Robert. 1987. The languages of China. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
 
Renfrew, Colin. 1987. Archeology and language: the puzzle of Indo-European origins. London: J. Cape. 
 
Rheingold, Howard. l988. They have a word for it. A lighthearted lexicon of untranslatable words and phrases. 
Los Angeles: Tarcher. 
 
Rhymer, Russ. l993. Genie: An abused child's flight from silence. New York: Academic Press. 
 
Rickford, John Russell. 2000. Spoken Soul: The Story of Black English. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. 



 
Rickerson, E. M. & Barry Hilton, eds. 2002 (2nd ed.). The 5 Minute Linguist: Bite-Sized Essays on Language 
and Languages. Sheffield: Equinox. 
 
Robins, R.H. 1997 (4th ed.). A short history of linguistics. New York: Routledge. 
 
Robinson, Laura C. 2013. Microphone in the Mud. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press. 
 
Rock, David. 2009. Your Brain at Work: Strategies for Overcoming Distraction, Regaining Focus, and 
Working Smarter All Day Long. New York: HarperCollins Business.  
 
Romaine, Suzanne. 1988. Pidgin and Creole languages. London & New York: Longman.  
 
Rosen, Stuart and Peter Howell. 1991. Signals and systems for speech and hearing. London; San Diego: 
Academic Press. 
 
Ross, Philip. l991. “Hard words.” Scientific American, April. 139-147. 
 
Ruhlen, Merritt. 1987. A guide to the world's languages; volume 1: classification. London: Edward Arnold. 
 
Rumbaugh, Duane M. l977. Language learning by a chimpanzee: the Lana Project. New York: Academic 
Press. 
 
Sacks, Oliver W. 1995. An anthropologist on Mars: seven paradoxical tales. London: Picador.  
 
Sacks, Oliver. 2008. Musicophilia. New York: Vintage. 
 
Sacks, Oliver. 1989. Seeing voices: A journey into the world of the deaf. Berkeley, CA: University of California 
Press. 
 
Samarin, William J. 1967. Field linguistics. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston.  
 
Sapir, Edward. 1921. Language: an introduction to the study of speech. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. 
 
Sapir, Edward. 1949. Selected writings in language, culture, and personality. Berkeley: University of 
California Press. 
 
de Saussure, Ferdinard. Eisuke Komatsu and Roy Harris, eds. 1993. Saussure's third course of lectures on 
general linguistics: From the notebooks of Emile Constantin. Oxford: Pergamon Press. 
 
Schaller, Susan. l991. Man without words. Mono, Ontario: Summit Books. 
 
Schultz, Kathryn. 2011. Being Wrong: Adventures in the Margin of Error. New York: Ecco/HarperCollins. 
 
Sebeok, Thomas A. l991. A sign is just a sign. Bloomington: Indiana University Press. 
 
Sebeok, Thomas A. & Jean Umiker-Sebeok (eds). l980. Speaking of apes: a critical anthology of two-way 
communication with man. New York: Plenum Press. 
 
Searle, John R. l990. “Is the brain's mind a computer program?” Scientific American, January, 26-31. 
 
Seward, Jack. 1968. Japanese in action: an unorthodox approach to the spoken language and the people who 
speak it. New York: Weatherhill. 
 
Shattuck, Roger. l980. The forbidden experiment: the story of the Wild Boy of Aveyron. New York: Farrar 
Straus Giroux. 



 
Shaw, George Bernard. 1927 (orig. pub. 1914). Pygmalion: a romance in five acts. London: Constable and Co. 
 
Shea, Ammon. 2015. Bad English: A History of Linguistic Aggravation. New York: Perigree/Penguin. 
 
Shea, Ammon. 2009. Reading the OED: One man, one year, 21,730 pages. New York: Perigree/Penguin.  
 
Shibatani, Masayoshi. 1990. The languages of Japan. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
 
Shopen, Timothy, ed. 1979; 1987. Languages and their speakers. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press.  
 
Shopen, Timothy, ed. 1979; 1987. Languages and their status. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.  
 
Skeat, Walter W. 1910. A Primer of English Etymology. Originally published by Oxford: Clarendon Press. 
London: Henry Frowde, M.A. Reprinted by New York: Cosimo Classics, 2005.  
 
Smalley, William A. 1961; 1980. A Manual of Articulatory Phonetics. Pasadena: William Carey Library. 
 
Smith, Niel. 1999. Chomsky: Ideas and Ideals. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Smith, Neil. 2002. Language, Bananas and Bonobos: Linguistic Problems, Puzzles and Polemics. Malden, MA: 
Wiley-Blackwell. 
 
Smith, Niel. l989. The twitter machine. Oxford: Blackwell. 
 
Stockwell, Robert P and Donka Minkova. 2001. English words: history and structure. Cambridge, UK; New 
York: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Suarez, Jorge A. 1983. The Mesoamerican Indian languages. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Tannen, Deborah. l999. The Argument Culture: Stopping America's War of Words. New York: Ballantine 
Books. 
 
Tannen, Deborah. l984. Conversational style: analyzing talk among friends. Norwood, NJ: Ablex. 
 
Tannen, Deborah. 2009. Gender and Discourse. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Tannen, Deborah. 2002. I Only Say This Because I Love You: Talking to Your Parents, Partner, Sibs, and Kids 
When You're All Adults. New York: Ballantine Books. 
 
Tannen, Deborah. 2001. Talking from 9 to 5: Women and Men at Work. New York: William Morrow 
Paperbacks. 
 
Tannen, Deborah. 201l. That's Not What I Meant!: How Conversational Style Makes or Breaks Relationships. 
New York: HarperPerennial. 
 
Tannen, Deborah. 2001. You just don't understand: Women and men in conversation. New York: Quill. 
 
Tannen, Deborah. 2006. You're Wearing That? Understanding Mothers and Daughters in Conversation. New 
York: Ballantine Books. 
 
Tannen, Deborah. 2010. You Were Always Mom's Favorite!: Sisters in Conversation Throughout Their Lives. 
New York: Ballantine Books. 
 
Taylor, Jill Bolte. 2009. My Stroke of Insight: A Brain Scientist's Personal Journey. New York: Penguin/Plume. 



 
Terrace, Herbert S. l979. Nim, A chimpanzee who learned sign language. New York: Pocket Books. 
 
Thomas, Elizabeth Marshall, 1959. The Harmless People. London: Secker & Warburg. 
 
Todd, Richard Watson. 2007. Much Ado about English. London & Boston: Nicholas Brealey Publishing. 
 
Tolkien, J. R. R. l965. The Lord of the rings. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co. 
 
Tough, Paul. 2009. Whatever it Takes: Geoffrey Canada's Quest to Change Harlem and America. Boston & 
New York: Mariner/Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 
 
Trask, R. L. 1999 (2nd ed.). Language: The Basics. London & New York: Routledge. 
 
Trask, R. L. & Peter Stockwell. 1998 (2nd ed.). Key Concepts in Language and Linguistics. London & New 
York: Routledge. 
 
Traugott, Elisabeth and Mary Louise Pratt. l980. Linguistics for students of literature. New York: Harcourt 
Brace Jovanovich. 
 
Trudgill, Peter. 2001 (4th ed.). Sociolinguistics: An Introduction to Language and Society. London: Penguin. 
 
Trudgill, Peter. 2011. Sociolinguistic Typology: Social Determinants of Linguistic Complexity. Oxford: 
University of Oxford Press. 
 
Vance, Jack. 2012. The languages of Pao. Walnut, CA: Spatterlight Press. 
 
Vendryes, J. l925. Language: a linguistic introduction to history. Translated by P. Radin. New York: A.A. 
Knopf. 
 
Vertosick, Frank, Jr., MD. 2002. The Genius Within: Discovering the Intelligence of Every Living Thing. New 
York: Harcourt. 
 
Vertosick, Frank, Jr., MD. 1998; 2008. When the Air Hits Your Brain: Tales from Neurosurgery. New York & 
London: W.W. Norton. 
 
Vygotsky, L. S. 1962. Thought and language. Cambridge, MA: MIT. Press. 
 
Walker, Lou Ann. l987. A Loss for Words: The Story of Deafness in a Family. New York: Harper and Row. 
 
Wallace-Hadrill, J. M., ed. 1988. Bede’s Ecclesiastical history of the English people: a historical commentary. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Wallman, Joel. l992. Aping language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Wardhaugh, Ronald. 1987. Languages in competition: dominance, diversity, and decline. Oxford: Basil 
Blackwell. 
 
Watson, Ian. 1973. The embedding. New York: Scribner. 
 
Weber, David John. 2005. Writing Quechua: The Case for a Hispanic Orthography. Latin American Studies, 
Vol. 87. Los Angeles: UCLA Latin American Center Publications. 
 
Wexler, Bruce E. 2006. Brain and Culture: Neurobiology, Ideology, and Social Change. Cambridge MA: MIT 
Press. 
 



Whorf, Benjamin. 1956. Language, thought, and reality: selected writings. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
 
Winchester, Simon. 1998. The professor and the madman: A tale of murder, insanity, and the making of the 
Oxford English dictionary. New York: HarperPerennial. 
 
Wolf, Maryanne. 2007. Proust and the Squid. New York: HarperPerennial. 
 
Wright, Robert. April l991. “Quest for the mother tongue.” The Atlantic Monthly 267: 4. p. 39-68. 
 
Yaguello, Marina. 1991. Lunatic lovers of language: Imaginary Languages and Their Inventors. (Translated 
from French.) London: Athlone Press. 
 
Yaguello, Marina. 1998. Language through the Looking Glass: Exploring Language and Linguistics. 
(Translated from French.) Oxford: Oxford University Press 
 
Yule, George. 1985. The study of language: an introduction. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Zsiga, Elizabeth C. 2013. The Sounds of Language: An Introduction to Phonetics and Phonology. Malden, MA: 
Wiley-Blackwell. 
 
 
Magazine:  
Verbatim: A Magazine for Armchair Linguists. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


